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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 



RECEIVED 

APR % 4 2QQ2 
Technology Center 2100 



SIR: 



Prior to an action on the merits, please amend this application as follows: 



TN THE SPECIFICATION 
Please insert tKe^bUowing paragraplTbeiween lineT5^and4: 



STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH 
The present invention was made in part with U.S. Government support as a 
subcontractor with Lawrence Livermore National Lab (LLNL) under contract to DOE. The 
LLNL contract number is "Prime Contract No. W-7405 ENG 48" and the subcontractor 
contract number is B347785. The U.S. Government has certain rights in the invention. 




ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 



OUR REF: 208485US-8 
GROUP ART UNIT: 2183 
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Gregory J. Maier 

(703)413-3000 
GMAIER@OBLON.COM 

David A. Bilodeau 
(703)412-6444 

DBILO0EAU@0BLON.COM 



Re: Inventor: 
Serial No: 
Filed: 
For: 



David M. BUTLER 

09/852,781 

MAY 11,2001 

SHEAF DATA MODEL 



SIR: 



RECEIVED 

APR 2 4 2002 
Technology Center 2100 



Attached hereto for filing are the following papers: 
PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Our check in the amount of $ -0- is attached covering any required fees. In the event any variance exists between the amount enclosed 
and the Patent Office charges for filing the above-noted documents, including any fees required under 37 CFR 1.136 for any necessary Extension 
of Time to make the filing of the attached documents timely, please charge or credit the difference to our Deposit Account No. 15*0030. Further, 
if these papers are not considered timely filed, then a petition is hereby made under 37 C.F.R. 1 . 136 for the necessary extension of time. A 
duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER &JSfEUSTADT, P.C. 
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Registration No. 42,325 



1755 Jefferson Davis Highway I Fourth Floor I Arlington, Virginia 22202 I U.S.A. 
Telephone: 703-413-3000 I Facsimile: 703-413-2220 I www.oblon.com 



